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Re ; General situation in Lvov oblast, Ukr SSR,in 19^4 
Source : YAKYSH, Maria Olena of Rochester, N.Y. 

Date t 24 June 1964 



1. Source is Ukrainian, aged approx.60,in March 1964 arrived from 
SHCHYRETS* , r-nPUSTOMYTY, obi • LVOV to ROCHESTER, N.Y. where she joined for 
good her husband and two sons. 

Prior to her emigration to the States Source worked in the 
collective farm of 3HCHYKETS ' ,had a small household plot as any other 
"kolhospnik", went often to LVOV as she did some "speculation" there, and 
received parcels from her family ip Roches ter, N.Y. 

Source is quite an intelligent woman, of mixed - half peasant, half 

k) 

townfolk stock, quite willing to talk but caut^os with names and other 
details. She vas interviewed by Dr P. on IS Apr 1964 in Rochester, N.Y. 

Arrangments for her emigration were made through Kovbasniuk- 
Agency of NYC and all proceedings lasted for about 1 year. 
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1. SHCEYRETS* . r-n PUbTOMJTY, oblast LVOV 

Till 196 3 ths town was a rayon center. Nov/ it has only silrada plus 
1 militia man. There is also a small military garrison but Source via s unable 
to say anything about it beside the assertion that most soldiers were 
Russian, 

SHGKYRETS’ has a distinctly Ukrainian population and character. There are 
only a few Russians in admini strati on- and party apparatus. There are practical!; 
no Jews and roles except for the chairman of the collective farm who is a Pole 
and a good man. 

Director of the 8 grades school is Russian, so is director of the library. 
All subjects are taught in Ukrainian but Russian is obligotary. 

Collective farm 

The husbandly in the collective farm is vary bad. Responsible for that 
are hex authorities ( the state) not the people in kolhosp. Too many changes 
of agricultural directives and plans* i hus, in 1962/6 3 the state ordered 
to cultivate', pulse and maize but the soil for the latter was completely 
unsuitable in Shchyrets-region. No wonder that when farmers cultivated corn 
they had had much better yields. 

Another handicap in kolhosps,in general and not obly in Shchyrots, is lack 
of young people willing to work. All try to get to factories and move to 
large cities. In Source's opinion agricultural work has been so much 
disliked that she doubted if many people would agree to keep their farms in 
case the collective farm should be disbanded. No one s.mms to be enthusiastic 
about working in the countryside (in collective farms) doing any kind of 
farming. Despite all the recent restriction on registration in cities some 



people managed to get there from the countryside. 



Factories 




Shchyrets 1 Lias a 
amount up to R 100.- 



iso a sowmill and a glass factory .Average wage s there 
which are in no comparison to much lower earnings in 



collective farm. 



Hospitals 



There is a small hospital and a Tail Hoad Infirmary* Source named two 
physicians from the hospital: Dr BYSKKO, fnu, Ukrainian and D r SIK0LAS,fnu , Ukrainian. 

Church 

1962 authorities closed the church in SHCHYRETS 1 , and people go now to the 
church in GSTRIV ,nesr Shchyrets. In Source’s opinion responsible for tha.t 
was also Rev YAHIAK, fim tdmself who did not strongly enough protest against 
the closure. He is a weakling, 11 soft", a completely different man than former 
priest li e v STAIHrJRSKYI who was in Shchyrets till 1956. The latter had many 
quarrels also with LrLs own superiors and finally had to move to Lvov. 

His successor failed even to secure parochial residence for himself and lived now 
in a small hut. R e v YAHIAK was very subservient to authorities and actually 
they had no difiiculty in closing the church. 

After the closure of the church authorities asked people to remove all 
religious items from the church. They were going to convert it into some 
sort of storage premis/es. Thej^population refused to. Individual persons 
were called to silrada and pressed to remove religious objects but it didn’t help 
either. The people "e:xplained"they coudn't do it because their wifes would beat 
them up. Rev YAHIAK instead of keeping at least quiet told people to follow 
authorities’ order, ue did the same in the case of religious monumental 
roads when authorities asked people to remove them too. reople refused to 
but then one day all monuments and figures were found on the cemetery. All were 
very indignant about it 'but couldn’t heln it.* 



6 he church _n OSTkiV is small 

iviTL 

on Sundays lag: both, young and old. 



} siLua ted on a hill, but still always 



full up 
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Press and Radio 
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People read usually ”Vilna Ukraina” of Lvov# Practically no one 
reads Russian papers nor listens to the Soviet radio, Some people have 
private radio sets and listen to foreign broadcasts# Source heiself listened 
to Christmass Lass in 1964* People inform each other about what they learn from 
foreign broadcasts and in general talk much more and more freely than before* 
They are simply no more afraid of Soviet police and the party* The ^embers of 
the latter and police-informants are generally avoided# People complain 
openly against the system, mostly at markets and in queues# __ 



increased Anti-Russian Sentiments 



There is a very strong anti-Russian sentiment in the populace and even 

common people often shout at Russians ” why don’t you finally go home”* 

Khrushchev personally is not being attacked , bn the contrary, often he is 

being described as the one who had corrected many bad things# There are many 

jokes about him but Source was unable to tell any. Stalin is now rarely 

/ 

mentioned » (in Shchyrets 1 Stalin’s monument was removed one night from 
the dentral place without any e:qpla nation, ) 

There is a general conviction among people incl* the youth that the 
Ukraine is subjugated and not only the part; as such bjrb Russians in general 



are responsible for that* "The Russians should go home and leave us alone” # 

Thre is more and more thinking and talking about the satellites and respective 
comparisons with ooviet republics are being drawn* I 








Tab youth speaks M:rain..cn and is conscious of thoff^ntionnlity . On the 
other hand thoir main concern so us to be i! to .live veil ..nd kr-vo nice cloth 11 ♦ 



i coplo war; t end a: act changes but are afraid of war. How the future 
changes arc supposed, to cons about no one knows to tell. 

hew houses 



In dhchyrets as wol.i as in other places roarer non iiou.ses have been built 
and old ones removed. All this has been done privately. Parcels from the 
States wei a the “building factor". Materials were stolen and "otherwise 
organised". Lately the situation somewhat changed to the worse because there 
were new restrictions and some people were sentenced to as much as 10 years 
imprisonment for stealing of wood and other building materials. 



n.e uurnacs iron cone enrra non camos 



Source knew Metro 1'LICIV who operated together with ethers in Shchyrets- 

region in the Underground, he was sentenced to 10 years .after Stalin’s death 

returned to Shchyrets' and works now at the glass factory, /mother active 

underground man - Metro IfLUKhuVSTSKYI ( brother of Ivan H. of Toronto, Canada) 

' ILKIV 

was killed, source mentioned that iSdd£HfASSS3[-3S enjoys general respect among 
the populace. They always treated him friendly end with sympathy* 

Source remembered also that there were some bunkers in the region of Shchyrets, 
frequent battles in 1940’s a. so, but she could not tell jehs details. 



2 . Lvov , Uvr SSL 



streets. 



ropula tion 

The majority of population is Ukrainian. One hears also Russian in the 
There are many Jews who are not particularly liked by the population. 
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People are very critical of the^ys1y^^|Pppenly complain against authorities, 

■“•hey try to boycott all kind of of icial celebrations and there is remarkably less 
pressure on participation in various public parades than it has been 5 or 
moreover 10 years ago, liven school children are now being less engaged for 
parades. 



RRoad ticket to Lvov (from Shchyrets) costs 18 kopeek. In Lvov one 
can buy practically all the necessary , basic food-stuff s and consumer goods. 

All trade in "American stuffs" is being conducted in special stores and on 
"barakhovka'' (.market) . Prices at "barakhovka " are higher but it is less corrvinisht- 
ly located ( in Levandovka). ■'•'he entrance fee to "barakhovka" is 20 kopeek. 



There are differences between official and market prices: 

1 kg of flc&sfc- officially costs 17 kopeek, on market 1 Rubel, 

1 icg ox' butter - R 3,50 and 5»- to 6.- respectively, 

1 kg of meat - 18 and XX 70 kop. , respectively, 

1 woolen dress on market R 60. - 
1 kerchief ( from abroad) R 20,- 
1 sweater - R 50.- 

x he greatest demand is for dark materials for suits and dresses. 
There is much lesser demand for materials with stripes. 



rt • 



